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2nd June 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Possible re-opening of school to more students in June 
 
We hope this letter finds you well. 
 
As you are probably aware, with some primary schools opening yesterday, secondary schools have 
been tasked with considering how best to safely deliver some ‘face to face’ contact with teachers, for 
years 10 and 12, from Monday 15th June. In this letter we aim to outline some of our thinking at this 
stage as we complete more detailed risk assessments. 
 
Through consultation with our sixth form teaching staff, we hope to offer live virtual lessons, two hours 
a week, for every year 12 subject. We are aiming to begin online teaching from 15th June. 
 
Year 10 students are going to be the focus of our plans for physically restarting school. The week 
beginning 15th June we would like to start by holding 30 minute individual tutorials with every year 10 
student. This would be an opportunity for students to come into school to meet one to one (in a socially 
distanced setting) with a member of staff who they know, and discuss how they are doing. The focus for 
these meetings will be both emotional and academic support. This will then give us a much clearer idea 
for the weeks ahead and how we plan support accordingly. 
 
The week beginning Monday 22nd June, we are then planning a core curriculum support timetable, where 
we have 25% of students in school at any one time. Students will be allocated a group, with no more 
than eight students in a classroom. Each group will be allocated a classroom for the day and students 
assigned to the same desk for the whole day. All support sessions will be run from this classroom and 
then deep cleaned at the end of the day ready for the next group. Year 10 students attending school will 
be in school for one day a week, with support in English, Maths, Science and Religious Studies, for the 
remaining weeks of the term. This support is designed to complement the online lesson content that will 
continue to be provided through Google Classrooms. If the government relaxes rules further we are 
hoping to do work with option subjects for the final week, but we will make that decision nearer the time. 
 
We are hoping that by keeping you updated with our preparations for keeping the school safe, you and 
your child can make an informed decision about whether to come in. It would be helpful for our planning 
to know if you do intend to send your child to school from the week beginning 22nd June. Please email 
attendance@biddenham.beds.sch.uk with the name of your child and your intentions. We understand 
that parents and carers may be anxious and not wish to send children back to school straight 
away. There will be no pressure from the school to do so. However, if you have any concerns that you 
would like to discuss further, please email the school at enquiries@biddenham.beds.sch.uk or telephone 
01234 342521 and someone from the senior leadership team will get back to you as soon as possible. 
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If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should 
not come back to school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically vulnerable (but 
not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back 
to school. Please refer to government guidance for further details of these groups. 
 
Invitations will be sent to every child in year 10 for their appointment for the week beginning 15th June, 
and we would expect to be able to see every child during this week. If you are unhappy about your child 
attending school for the appointment, we can telephone instead during their appointed time, so that we 
have an opportunity to speak to everyone in the year group. 
 
It is important to remember this is new territory for all of us, we are all taking the government guidance 
we have been given and applying it to our own setting. We are creating a detailed action plan that we 
will share with you as soon as possible so you know what the school’s reopening will look like in 
practice. Precautions we will be taking will include: 
  
 Limiting class sizes. 
 Staggering break times, and pick-up and drop-off times. 
 Increased cleaning. 
 Keeping students and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home. 
  
In the meantime, the school is still open only for vulnerable students and the children of critical workers. 
We know some employers will be encouraging you to return to work, but we are not in a position right 
now to extend places to other students until we receive further government guidance.   
  
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding and we will be in touch again very soon.  
  
Warm regards, 
  

  
 
 
 

Mr D Bailey    Ms E Grylls 
Principal    Head of School 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings

