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A message from
David Bailey

Here’s some items that we couldn’t fit into our news-
letter.  Thank you for all your support over this diffi-
cult period - I hope you feel we have been there for 
you and your family. We will keep you updated with 
our plans for September throughout the summer and 
I would urge you to make sure your son/daughter 
engages with the holiday work that has been set in all 
subjects, completes all work in all subject areas that 
has been set since March and use this time to not just 
be ready for September,  but to get ahead!
I do believe that we can restart and reset ourselves in  
September and come out of this stronger as a community, closer as a family and clearer 
about the central importance of Education to our lives and future, and, as such, deter-
mined to make the most out of the opportunities that school provides within and be-
yond the school day.
I very much look forward to seeing you all again in September.  Stay safe, stay 
happy and stay optimistic.

David Bailey

Celebrating lockdown achievements New Zealand style
Biddenham School has decided to follow the example of the New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
who was set a challenge by her team to outline her government’s achievements in a two-minute video.  
Not to be outdone, Biddenham School has produced their very own video running through the 
achievements of their staff through lockdown. Presented by Principal David Bailey and Head of School 
Eleanor Grylls the video took three minutes and not two, to fit in all the staff achievements over the past 
four months.

David Bailey said, ‘ We produced this video primarily to celebrate, and recognise, just how much our 
Biddenham staff team have achieved in support of our students, academically, physically and spiritually, 
during the lockdown period and we very much look forward to seeing them back and raring to go in 
September.’

If you would like to see the video visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSSw4gzoe5M&t=1s

PS Year 8 have been sent 371 praise postcards and 320 end of year award certificates. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSSw4gzoe5M&t=1s






Some examples of  the fantastic work produced by year 7 and 8 for the Textiles en-
richment lesson.  To see all of the postcards visit
https://www.biddenham.beds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Textiles-Postcards-
Y7-8-work.pdf





And to end every year we have news of our ex students who finish their degrees 
Please see below two such emails from Melanie Yu and Jay Bains - it’s lovely to hear 
what they’ve gone on to achieve and, in these cases, the esteem in which they hold 
Miss Saggu who has a legacy of success stories about Biddenham kids she’s taught  
that will be hard to be beaten...

Dear Mrs Saggu,

It’s been a while since I last popped my head round your classroom door to tell 
you that I had just finished my first year at university. I graduated last summer 
from Southampton with a degree in Law. I’ve since been working as a paralegal 
at Shoosmiths in Northampton. 

I wanted to write you this email because I have extremely good news to share. 
I am absolutely delighted to tell you that I have been offered a training 
contract at Weil, Gotshal & Manges. They are a US law firm specialising in 
private equity and restructuring. I’m still trying to process the fact that I have 
a training contract from such an incredible firm and I can only think back to 
my first introduction to law in your A level classes. You always took the time to 
explain things that the class didn’t understand and was always within reach 
when I had questions or had work to be marked. You always believed in me and 
that is something that I have remembered and used as motivation throughout 
my studies. Ashraf and I always say that we want to be doing things to make 
you proud. 

I will be doing the LPC in Aug/Sept 2021 and I will start as a trainee solicitor in 
2022. After training for two years at Weil, I will qualify as a solicitor in 2024. 
If you are still in/around Bedford, I would love to meet you for a coffee and 
catch up. 

Best,
Melanie

Hi Mrs Saggu,

I hope you are well and Biddenham is still treating you well (disregarding 
COVID)...

I apologise for the incredibly late email, but I thought I should let you know 
whilst I’m sat up celebrating!  I graduated with 2:1 in Law today and starting 
my MSc Business with Management in September!

Thank you for all you help, all your advice and patience. I will be forever 
grateful!

I will come and visit soon,

Jay 


