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Messages from our Principal 
David Bailey

Dear all, 

Normality has returned!

I am happy to report that we are coming to the end of what has been 
our first Covid free term and we are all feeling really positive that we 
have been able to get back to all the great things were doing before 
in a face to face manner: Sports’ presentation evening, trips and visits, 
normal classroom teaching and even exams!

Our staff have thrown themselves into getting back to the all the things we were doing 
before and as you can see in this newsletter there’s been a host of activities and events that 
our students have been involved in - from transition days to proms and hosting the High 
Sheriff of Bedfordshire to Asian History Month…to name but four!

Alongside this we have been working on PHASE 1 of our building project whereby we are 
creating four new state of the Art Science labs in Tendulkar block and we have a lovely new 
path on the right hand side of the drive that will mean the students will be a whole lot safer 
as they no longer need to cross in front of the traffic at the top of the drive.

It is already making a big difference to traffic flow and everyone’s safety.

Work begins on a six classroom block and an extension to our dining room in September.

So, lots of exciting things are happening at Biddenham again. 

Enjoy this newsletter and have a great summer break, thanks for all your support for the 
school and we very much look forward to seeing, and working with you again in September.

David Bailey





Dear everyone,
It seems impossible that we have already reached the end of another term and another 
academic year. 

So much has happened and it’s hard to believe that only a few months ago we were
struggling to keep the school open with an increase in covid infections in students and 
staff.

However, school did keep going and that is down to, in no small part, the support and 
patience of parents, students, staff and governors; thank you so much.

This newsletter is packed full of articles and photographs of our many activities and 
adventures this term.

The library section gives some great ideas for reading over the holidays and there is also 
the opportunity to take part in a sunflower growing competition for the Biddenham Village 
show in September. 

We hope you get a flavour of what has been going on in school and can add the
newsletter to your essential summer reading list.

With new Science labs, dining room extensions, a new classroom block, new Year 7s and 
12s, lots of trips and visits already planned, school productions and much much more, the 
new academic year looks set to be a great one. 

Have a fantastic summer, and we look forward to seeing you in September.

A message from our Head of 
School Eleanor Grylls 

Eleanor Grylls



On Thursday 16th June, a bright sunny morning, around 60 or so of us in Sixth Form all met 
in the school car park at 7:30 am in the morning, ready for a blast of a day ahead. We 
arrived at the theme park around 10am, just before the park was opening, which was good 
as we wanted to be the first ones in and straight away onto the rides!

My friends and I worked our way around the rides in order of the map, but ensuring that 
we went on the most thrilling rides first, especially before the lines got busy. 

We started off by going on Colossus, which I found the perfect way to start off the day, 
especially as this ride created a laughing moment for everyone. 

This was because one of my friends thought it would be fine to wear his glasses on a 
rollercoaster, little did he know that his glasses would be flying off midway, which we found 
very funny. 

Thankfully, he could still see quite well which was good as he didn’t need to worry as much 
for the rest of the day. After Colossus, we went on Samurai and then immediately SAW as 
they were right next to each other, which we all loved as it had us twisting and turning, 
and then that huge drop from SAW that gave us all a gasping moment, almost short of 

Sixth Form
Trip to Thorpe Park



breath too, it was that dramatic!

We then thought it would be fun to try The Walking Dead ride, which started off inside a 
dark, abandoned setting, but it wasn’t as scary as we expected it to be, probably because the 
live actors weren’t in, but I suppose the ride was alright, and the theme inside the area was 
something that appealed to us too.

We thought after that ride, we needed to promptly get that rip-roaring energy back again 
and what better way to do that than going on the tallest ride of all, Stealth.

Despite the ride not lasting as long as we would have liked, it still delivered that riveting 
feeling we were after, and was a great experience to encounter too! 

After Stealth, we were around the midpoint of our trip so we decided to go and eat at the 
various food bars before getting back on the rides as soon as we could, especially before 
the lines got longer and longer. We went onto Nemesis Inferno as that was another ride 
which I loved, especially as we got to experience another thrilling ride, with our legs hanging 
freely below us, which made it even more galvanising! 

To cope with the heat, we then decided to go on Tidal Wave which was quite the wait but 
was worth it for that refreshing feeling we got, getting absolutely soaked by the water when 
going down the rollercoaster, and was something we definitely needed and something I 
definitely would have gone on again if the lines hadn’t been so long!

Before our trip time got to a close, we decided for our final ride to be Swarm, which is 
where we saw all the teachers and a lot of other students, so it seems we all had the same 
idea, and what a perfect way to end the trip… this ride was probably my favourite!

What a day it was, and I think I speak for everyone that went on the trip too! I loved every 
moment of it and I can’t wait to go back again.

Hasan Chowdhury,  Year 12



Biddenham International School and Sports College had the privilege of organising a STEM 
Fair for Bedford primary schools on Wednesday 6th July.

We thank our sixth form students as without their hard work the event would not have 
been possible.

The purpose of the fair was to enthuse younger generations about Science, Technology, 
Mathematics and Engineering subjects. 

We thank  Dr Dorrian from the  University of Birmingham, University of Cranfield, Teaching 
Talons, Dr M Cauchi (the data scientist), and our science staff, Mr Naidoo, Mr Thomas, Ms 
Drake, Ms Bano, who conducted the STEM workshops on the day.  

Schools were asked to engage students in STEM Project work for a term and select top five 
projects to bring on the day of fair.

These projects were judged by the STEM leaders. Judges were amazed by the amount of 
effort and thought invested by the students.

Primary school students were also invited on the day to attend two STEM workshops of 50 
minutes each.

There were approximately 450 students who took part in the event including our own Year 
7 and 8 students.  

The school who took part in this event were:

St James Primary School
Brickhill Primary School
Great Denham Primary School
Livingstone Primary School
Edith Cavell Primary School
Priory Primary School
Westfield Primary School
Queens Park Academy.

Abdul Shakoor
Assistant Head of Sixth Form
STEM Coordinator 

See pictures from the event on the following pages.

STEM Fair







As part of the WorkSkills course, the students have to plan and run an event.  With this  
being the Platinum Jubilee year, the groups decided to plan an event for the Year 3 students 
at St Joseph’s and St Gregory’s  Primary school.

The aim was to work as a team across the year groups (Year 10 and Year 12), make 
decisions, handle money and resources , create a positive and fun afternoon for the Year 3 
students;  it took 4 weeks to plan the afternoon. 

They arranged a royal egg and spoon race, with golden eggs full of sweets.  

Making crowns, with a red carpet; musical thrones and a finale with 2 pinatas; the resources 
had to be researched, ordered, sorted, distributed and organised ahead of the day. 

The Pinatas were made and filled with sweets. Each student had a job role prior to the 
event and a different job role on the day.

Teamwork was of the utmost importance and the communication between groups had to 
be professional, helpful and exact, in order for the event to run smoothly. 

The group were in charge of 48 students who rotated the activities and the resources 
needed to be in the right place at the right time. 

The children had a fantastic time and our WorkSkills team were professional, organised and 
acted as good role models to the children; the school would like us to return for another 
afternoon next year.

Miss Darlow
Head of Department, WorkSkills

WorkSkills
Planning an event - A Jubilee afternoon



Literacy
This term we have continued to have dedicated literacy sessions with our Year 7 and 8 
students. 

These sessions have been designed in order to develop students’ literacy skills. 

In these sessions we aim to develop and promote a love of reading and improve vocabulary. 

We also use them as a way to ensure students are exposed to a wide range of diverse texts 
to build their knowledge and understanding of the wider world, as well as a way to develop 
their oracy skills. 

Pictured below are some extracts from some of the sessions alongside our guest readers!

If any parent or carer would like to do a reading please contact:

caroline.burton@biddenham.beds.sch.uk







History
On Monday 4 July all of Year 8 took part in the second annual Age of Revolution Day. 

This off timetable Fabulous Finish allowed the students to pull together their learning from 
the year and to re-design a historical protest movement using more modern methods that 
they are more familiar with like social media usage. 

Our Year 7 Historians finished off the year by creating and performing their own version of 
Restoration Comedies for their classes and History teachers. 

The students always find this a fun activity as plays from the Restoration period were 
known for silly jokes and characters that poked fun at people who took themselves too 
seriously. 

National Highways 
In June our Year 12 students were fortunate to visit National Highways in Bedford and take 
part in a formal Interview process for a level 3 apprenticeship role. 

The task forms part of their BTEC Business qualification. The students were all extremely 
nervous but really rose to the challenge and performed amazingly. 

They dressed professionally and gave detailed responses to some really challenging 
questions! 

Students commented that it was a great opportunity to experience a real workplace! 

A huge thank you to National Highways and well done to our students! 



Geography News

We took lots of Y9 students to Stanwick for their first ever Geography field trip, they were 
exploring the river landscape and the impacts on erosion on the area.

The students had an amazing time investigating the different parts of the river and some 
were very brave and got fully stuck in and committed to take measurements of the river. 

Trip to Stanwick Lakes







Year 8 Geography students have been completing some practical investigations this term. 
They have been investigating climate change in their off time table day, where they analysed 
ice cores, dug for fossils, and explored dendrochronology! 

Year 8 Geography



We took 75  Year 10s with us to Sheringham to investigate coastal landscapes and 
management. This is part of their Geography GCSE Paper 3 and gave them an excellent 
insight and first hand experience of completing fieldwork.

The students were so engaged all day and it was a fulfilling trip. 

They all managed to collect a wide range of data and the sun even shone for us. 

They had the opportunity to go and explore the local seaside town and ate fish and 
chips on the beach. 

Sheringham geography trip







Pond Maintenance

The Geography Club have been working hard on raising money for the pond with a teacher 
vs teacher football match as their last fundraising event of the year. 

They have also been learning all about managing a pond from the Biddenham Village Pond 
manager. 

On his advice they have tested the ph of the water, investigated what animals and insects 
are already living there, and built natural stick pathways out of the pond for animals to get 
in and out safely. 







Project Based Learning
This term in Project Based Learning year 7 students have been working on a class project of 
‘Journey across the Commonwealth’.

They have been researching their journey from the UK to Australia to produce a final 
project showing what they have learnt from each country. 

They have also been doing lots of physical activity to try and reach the miles between the 
UK and Australia - that’s 9442 miles!

Police work experience
Two Biddenham year 11 pupils were 
part of a cohort of 15 from across 
Bedfordshire who joined up with 
Bedfordshire Police for work 
experience.

The force tweeted: “Over the past 
two weeks we have been so lucky to 
have 15 young people from across 
Bedfordshire for work experience.

“They spent time with us and the 
office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner learning about 
different departments, designing 
campaigns and even quizzing Chief 
Constable Garry Forsyth.”



Robotics Club
In the robotics club before the competition we were mainly working on the tasks for the 
competition with the help of a sixth former.

We worked on improving what our robot was capable of doing.  We were constantly 
making changes to our robot to ensure the movements were as we expected. We also 
needed to present a way to improve engineering. 

We decided to split the team as we found out that Raina and Haniya were good at 
presenting while Luka, George and Noah were best at designing and programming the 
robot.

 We all represented our school at the EEP robotics competition.  There were schools from 
across the country competing on different days. 

We went to RAF Honington and there were several schools there with students who are 
older and younger than us. 

It was good to talk to them and watch their robots complete their tasks. 

We were also able to meet different RAF engineers and then interview them, which was 
amazing. 

It was a really good experience as we got points for different tasks we did. 

The first thing we did was a team building exercise to make a tower out of different objects 
one metre high without it falling over, we just about did it! 

The presenter said we did really well and we spoke to each other throughout. 

The second task was the speed challenge, this was challenging as we needed to make last 
minute changes to the robot as it didn’t perform as expected on the practice go. 

Luckily, George, Luka and Noah were able to get it sorted as a team and our two recorded 
attempts went well. 

The third challenge was the most complicated as there were lots of different tasks the 
robot needed to complete on a mat. 

This was followed by explaining to the engineers how our robots worked, the key features 
of it and why we designed it in the way we did. 

This was useful as the experts were impressed with our robots and they were able to give 
us lots of good advice for improvements, which we immediately started working on in the 
robotics club. 

The last challenge was for Raina and Haniya to present their ideas and research on farming 
in the future. 

The examiners were really impressed with our presentation and said that it was one of the 
best presentations they had ever heard. 



Overall, we had a really good day, we were able to see each other excelling at tasks and 
could work together. 

As a bonus, we even won the best presentation award.

I would really recommend joining the robotics club and attending the EEP robotics 
competition because you develop lots of skills like designing, programming and presenting 
and being more confident. 

Not only this you make friends and have lots of fun!

Raina Nasir and George Revell
Year 7





Boost @ Biddenham
The disruption to education over the past two years has been unprecedented and well 
documented but as we wrote to parents/carers back in 2020 there is no need to panic, the 
lost learning will be caught up through hard work from both students and staff. 

With that in mind, back in October 2021 we set about creating a bespoke intervention 
programme to support students from all year groups with a variety of topics. 

A mixture of teaching assistants, graduates, teachers and heads of department have run 
weekly sessions for over 115 individual groups, covering topics for 1006 students with over 
3500 total hours of additional small group support offered.

The recent Year 7 and 8 progress tests have provided us with some initial data on the 
impact of these sessions which, alongside the quality teaching provided at KS3, shows over 
70% of students making expected levels of progress since the beginning of Year 7 against a 
target of 58%. 

Students have also gained significantly greater depth within subjects with over 20% of 
students making higher than expected levels of progress, smashing our target of 8%. 

As we continue towards the end of term and GCSE results day we will be analysing the 
impact of all the sessions offered this year. 

Over the summer holidays we will be amending our offer with a view to offer additional 
interventions to more students next year.



Our Year in Careers
We continue to use Unifrog throughout the school, with the platform providing the 
scaffolding for much of the careers work our students do in PSHE.  

We would love to see more parents and carers using the platform too. Using Unifrog 
alongside your child will encourage exploration, learning and motivation.

If you are interested in doing so, please contact our Careers Counsellor, Rachel Purvis by 
emailing rachel.purvis@mybiddenham.com

In terms of usage, 222 students have completed an additional online course through unifrog 
(MOOC) this academic year, which is fantastic.

Perhaps during the holidays, your child might like to access the wide range of courses and 
try one.  

These are excellent additions to a CV and demonstrate breadth of interest.

Over 90% of our students are now using Unifrog to build their career profile, recording 
their skills and experiences both in and out of the classroom, to support themselves on the 
pathway to higher education and work.

Careers Club - Year 7

Wednesday lunchtimes have been busy in the R block careers room, with our Year 7 
Careers Club.

This term we have been creating a map of Bedford, using Labour Market Information to 
illustrate the most prevalent industry sectors in our local area.  

Our Y7 Careers Ambassadors, Sohail, Amina, Isla, Megan and Jeniqua were joined by Year 12 
artist Betty to produce this amazing collaborative project.  

Well done to everyone for your hard work and dedication.



Year 11
Our Year11 leavers are in a great position to enter their post 16 destinations with all 
students having had at least one careers appointment, and a significant number having 
multiple sessions.

We enter the summer with almost all students having a plan for September that they are 
happy and motivated to pursue, whether that be remaining at Biddenham or going 
elsewhere.

In our autumn newsletter we will be able to report our destination figures, giving a picture 
of where our students go both after Year 11 and after leaving 6th form.

We are proud of our tailored approach to careers advice and guidance, and our careers 
staff work really hard to make sure that all students leaving the school after KS4 and KS5 
have had the support they need to make an informed decision about their next steps.

Apprenticeships
The number of students applying for an apprenticeship is increasing year on year, with this 
year seeing more Year 13 students than ever before being offered degree apprenticeships.

Within such a highly competitive market, securing a position is no easy task, so well done to 
all those who have been successful.

T-Levels
More and more Year 11 students are applying to study for T levels after GCSE, and as we go 
into the 2022/2023 academic year, an increasing number of subjects are becoming available 
to study at this level.

The T stands for ‘technical’, and this qualification sits alongside A levels and BTEC at level 
3.  Designed to get students ready for the world of work at 18, T levels include 20% of the 
time spent as work experience and are the academic equivalent of 3 A levels.  Courses are 
currently offered by Bedford College in Business, Construction, Digital Services, Education, 
Engineering and Healthcare.  

The link below will take you to an important communication about T levels to all parents, 
guardians and carers.

Letter from the Secretary of State for Education

Preparing for employment
And finally, students have been busy this year engaging in employer-led experiences. 

Year 7 visited the University of Bedfordshire to meet with technology giant Dell and 
created their own product and branding.  

It was a busy, full and exhausting day, requiring a huge amount of input from all the students, 
culminating in their very own product launch campaign presentations. 

Years 12 and 13 participated in a virtual work experience programme organised by financial 



accounting services giant Price Waterhouse Coopers.  

The programme required students to have a high level of dedication as it spanned an entire term.  
Students were joined by other 6th formers around the country and worked on both individual and 
group projects.

Years 11 and Y12 visited the MK Apprenticeships Show, an opportunity to network with local
 apprenticeship providers with representatives from all sectors of industry.  

It was a busy morning with lots to see ranging from the Uniformed Public Services to the 
Hospitality industry, the NHS and automotive giants Mercedes Benz.

Y12 Business students attended the Highways England offices, to take part in interviews, for roles 
they had applied for through the business, as part of their course.

This was excellent experience and the feedback from both the students and Highways England 
around their interview skills was exceptionally positive.  

If you own or work for a business and believe you can offer our students an experience of your 
work place, please get in touch with Beverley Darlow, beverley.darlow@mybiddenham.com

Library News
Here at Biddenham we are committed to ensuring that our library is up-to-date and 
relevant to our students.

In order to achieve this we regularly introduce new books to the library, some of the most 
recent additions can be seen below.



This term we recognised Pride,  Asian History month and Refugee week. 

Here are a small selection of books available in the library promoting these topics.



The National Literacy Trust launched #Take10ToRead during Mental Health week in May, 
encouraging everyone to stop what they are doing and read for 10 minutes a day. 

Research showed that reading a little every day can improve mental wellbeing and that 
children who are more engaged in literacy are 3 times more likely to have higher levels of 
mental wellbeing.  

Below are some of the shorter read books the school library stocks which are just perfect 
for 10 minute reading sessions.



We also stock books by Barrington Stoke, a small independent children’s publisher, which 
specialise in super readable dyslexic-friendly books, designed to help every child become a 
reader.  

Their books contain a specially designed font and coloured paper, with stories by some of 
today’s most popular authors such as Tom Palmer, Malorie Blackman, Bali Rai, Lisa 
Thompson, Michael Morpurgo and Sita Brahmachari.



Graphic novels are sometimes referred to as “just comics” or “not proper reading” which is 
a shame as they are a great way for students who are reluctant to read or have 
additional reading needs to access key texts such as Shakespeare and An Inspector Calls as 
well as allowing them to read for pleasure.

 The year 7 and 8 reading ambassadors have been following (shadowing) the Yoto Carnegie 
and Greenaway awards this term.  

This year October, October by Katya Balen won both the judges and the shadowers’ award 
for writing (Carnegie Award).

It follows the story of a girl called October who is living happily in the woods with her 
father until the year she turns 11 and things start to change.

October, October was Grace’s (Year 7) choice for best book as she felt that it dove straight 
into the story and kept you interested all the way through.

Long Way Down was the first graphic novel to win the Greenaway award for illustration 
since Raymond Briggs Father Christmas in 1973.

Danica Novgorodoff adapted Jason Reynolds verse novel about gun violence and grief, 
creating poignant watercolours depicting the decision that 15 year old Will has to make 
when his brother is shot.



The Midnight Fair won the shadowers award for illustration, a wordless picture book that 
uncovers the secret life of woodland animals who wish to join in the fun of the fairground.

During this term the library has been open for students to study during lunch times and 
after school, in September we will be aiming to introduce lunch time clubs and a student 
librarian program where students will help out in the library and learn the mystical art of 
the Dewey Decimal system.

Over the long summer weeks although students will not be able to come in and pick new 
books they can still access e-books at https://biddenham.eplatform.co/, if students need a 
reminder of their username and password please speak to Mrs Nicholson in the library.



Sunflower competition for 
Biddenham Village Show

After two years of covid restrictions Biddenham Village Show is 
back for September 11th 2022! 

This is a village show that has been running since around 1865, so 
there is a lot of history, and it needs everyone’s support to keep it 
going!

There will be a series of competitions posted throughout the next 
half term for all age groups of children to enter. The first 
competition is for everyone!

Competition rules:

1. Plant your sunflower seed (ideally now!)
2. Photograph the milestones of your sunflower growing
3. Add a few words to your photographs to explain what is happening, where it is growing 
(your house, grandparents’ house, school etc...) and how high it is reaching.
4. Height measurement is from the base of the stem at soil level to the top of the stem 
(where the stem meets the flower). The stem can be extended to measure the full height of 
the plant.
5. Width measurement is the diameter of the seed head over the top of the flower 
(excluding the petals).
6. By 1st September, measure your sunflower height and seed head width by taking a photo 
with a tape measure by the side (a person may be in the photo holding the measure).
(photographs will appear on the website and at the Show, so by emailing you are giving us 
permission to use your photograph)
7. Post your diary (if you kept one) and final photographs to biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.
com by 1st September.
8. Show judges will visit the top 3 entries in each category to verify their measurements, 
before the results are revealed on 11th September at the Show!

If you would like to email your progress, please ask your parent/carer to email the address above 
and we will post your updates on the Biddenham show website www.biddenhamshow.org/.

Please don’t forget to include your school year (or state over 19 if an adult), your name and 
address in your entry.



Years 7 and 8 Norfolk trip
Year 7 and 8 students went to explore the Norfolk Coast. Students completed a range of 
team building challenges, and explored rocky shores, discovering many marine creatures. 
Students were amazing throughout the trip and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.





PE News
Finally we have made it through a full school year which has meant the return of a full extra
curricular sports program on offer to our students. 

The absence of summer sports for 2 years has definitely made the heart grow fonder as 
numbers at clubs have been high with some clubs having over 75 students attending on one 
night. 

It is great to see so many students enjoying sport and physical activity, with lots trying 
sports for the very first time. 

Let’s hope this continues into the new year in September as there will be a new program on 
offer so keep an eye out.

This term has also been very busy with our two big events in the PE calendar of Sports 
Presentation Evening and Day of Sport, alongside National School Sports Week and a full 
extra curricular offer, below are the highlights from this term.

National School Sports Week
This year saw the return of National School Sports Week and its aim is to get pupils 
involved in sporting activities and feel more included in sport and this years theme was 
“Belonging –  place in sport for every child”. 

This saw an extensive program of sports on offer at lunch time and afterschool, where 
students could compete for their houses in competitions and also provide as many sporting 
activities as we could. 

It also allowed subjects to get involved during curriculum time with challenges and sport 
themed lessons to engage pupils in sport and the benefits it can bring. 

It was so good to see so many pupils getting involved with all on offer and to see back in 
person after the pandemic the benefits sports can bring.





SPE 22
This year saw the return of the 18th Annual Sports Presentation Evening, finally back in
person, to celebrate our students’ sports successes this year. 

Being back live in person allowed the 320 people in attendance to hear so many success 
stories of individuals and teams across the year following a packed extra curricular and 
competition program. 

It was so good to see so many in students in the hall who had be nominated for their hard 
work, dedication and passion for sport of which in itself is a huge achievement and they 
should feel proud as we as a PE department are of them. 

We were also joined this year our special guest Holly Skinner who is the Teams Operations 
Manager for Arsenal Womens Football Club. 

She gave an inspirational speech to all in  attendance about her journey in sport and tips for 
following a career in sport, which was so good to hear and hopefully inspired those in 
attendance.

It was great to see on the evening how many students had been recognised for the work
they have been doing in a variety of sports almost back to full capacity. 

In addition to these awards a standout was for the students who had achieved the 5 and 10 
Sports Awards this year, which showed how our students here at Biddenham have 
embraced being back with school sport enabling them to feel part of a team again, develop 
new friendships and of course play sport. 

It saw a massive 75 students achieve the 5 sport award and 16 of them achieve the 10 sport 
award Both are a huge achievement and well done to you all, now to next year, what can 
you do? What clubs can you attend? So next year can be even better.

The one constant with other Sports Presentation Evenings were are main awards. These are
in recognition of student hard work not just this year but over their whole time here at
Biddenham.

The Leadership Awards this year went to Michael Patel and Matilda Crafter. Throughout 
Michael’s time here at Biddenham, it is clear to see his passion and enthusiasm for
sport shining through where he has been integral in a range of extracurricular activities 
both for Biddenham and our feeder schools, leading by example in all he does and being
recognised not only by PE staff but headteachers of others schools.

Matilda has played an integral role for the dance department across her time here at school. 
She has led dance workshops for over 70 students from feeder schools and even produced 
multiple video and photograph resources that are currently and will continue to support 
our KS3 learners in their Dance lessons.

The Neil Tysoe Endeavor Award is for a student who is earnest, conscientious,
accomplished and who never gives up despite what is thrown at them and this years winner
Ashanti Aries has personified this from her first day here at Biddenham until
her last.

She has supported both PE and performing arts in a variety of sports and clubs alongside 



her own sporting successes in a range of sports, but most notable basketball. 

She strives to do her best at every stage and support anyone whose path she crosses.

The main awards of Outstanding Contribution to Sport went to Cameron McLeod and 
Natasha Aitchison.

Cameron was always keen to support others in lessons and was an integral part of our
leadership program both within school and with our feeder schools, being a perfect
ambassador.  Along side this he represented the school in a wide range of sports and 
excelled at both GCSE and BTEC Sport.  It has been our pleasure to be part of this young 
mans sporting journey and he will go on to do great things and help so many people. 

Natasha was always supportive within lessons and would always ensure that everyone in
the class, even those who may not have enjoyed sports engaged within the lessons to get
the best experience. She willing to support the department and challenge herself wherever 
she could and perform to high levels in a variety of sports.



Sports News
This term has seen summer sports in full swing for the first time fully in 2 years and it has 
not disappointed. 

From athletics, tennis rounders, cricket and volleyball our students have enjoyed huge 
success across the board. Notably both Year 7 and 8 boys cricket teams who both made the 
county finals, narrowly losing out to strong opposition, a huge well done boys.

The girls teams at U13 and U15 both qualified through the Fred Truman State Schools
League, which culminated in them playing in the regional finals. 

The girls played some excellent cricket displaying accuracy with the bowling and power with 
the bat to narrowly lose the final and finish runners up in the Queen Elizabeth Jubilee Cup. 

This is a fantastic achievement girls and we are very proud of you. 

A couple of special mentions from the day, firstly to Lily Aitchison who was nominated for 
both best girls bowler and batter and secondly to Ravia Ahmad who won the award for best 
girls bowler. A huge well done to you both.

We also saw lots of success with athletics with huge numbers turning out for extra 
curricular club competitions that came thick and fast.

 We were well represented at every competition with students competing with smiles on 
their faces and fire in the hearts to succeed. 

Notable performances this year saw Josh, Valter and Luke make it through to the county 
finals in the triple jump, javelin and 800m respectively. A huge well done boys what a great 
achievement.

Rounders this year is back and both the year 7 and 8 teams have been performing
excellently and also had great numbers at practice. This paid off with some hard fought wins 
due to some excellent fielding and powerful batting, meaning the year 7 team finished 
undefeated and the year 8 team finishing top of their league. 

Well done to all involved, a great year.

St James Sports Day
In addition to the events above, this summer saw the return of Biddenham hosting St James’
Primary School whole school sports day for over 200 students, teachers and parents who
were on site for their sports day. 

This was organised by the PE department and ran by 30 of our amazing sports leaders who 
ensured every child had the best possible experience possible. 

They ran a selection of stations where students competed in the house colours for the 
house trophy and then onto the traditional running races, including staff and parents
races. It was so good to see so many students back enjoying sport and we were honoured 
to be part of this. 

A huge well done to all leaders involved on the day for making it so special for them.



Leadership
The summer term is a busy period for sports leadership programme with a variety of 
events either being hosted here at school or supported by our excellent group of leaders 
representing the school and our school values at every occasion.

It has also seen 3 of our students Ruby, Amna and Montaha take part in Girls into Coaching
Programme, which is a Youth Sport Trust programme delivered by the Leadership, Coaching
& Volunteering Lead School in collaboration with the Active Partnership. 

The a six month programme which involved 30 girls across the county.  They took part in 
4 virtual training modules before attending a face to face training day at Flitwick Football 
Centre in April. 

The culmination of this programme was a leadership opportunity as part of the 
Bedfordshire & Luton Commonwealth Games festival in July to which the girls delivered a 
session to children from around the county. 

They were true ambassadors for the school, displaying all our school values with smiles on 
their faces to ensure all they worked with had a great time.

A huge achievement girls and well done, we as a PE department are proud of all your hard
work.

Day of Sport
This year saw the return of the Day of Sport on the school site which saw huge excitement
in not just the students but also the staff was evident in the build up to the event.

There was abuzz around the school and friendly rivalries reignited for the sporting 
battlegrounds. Students competed in a wide range of sports, including the crowd favourite 
tug of war.

It was so great to see students finally being able to compete in sports which has been 
missed for so long and embraced by everyone. Both staff and students got straight into the 
events, most dressed in their house colour to show their pride in their house team and 
what a day it was, from the very beginning to the very end it was non stop fun, enjoyment 
and activity.

It was such an amazing site to see the whole school out enjoying sport, being active and 
competing in a variety of sports and was the best one to date.

There were two awards up for grabs on the day, the Day of Sport Cup and the overall 
House Cup for the entire year. The Day of Sport Cup was won by Davies house and the 
overall House Cup was also won by Davies house, for the third consecutive year. 

Although it may be over you can see the passion on students faces (and staff) to start 
September on the front foot to either avenge the losses or for some to hold onto the 
trophies.

You can see photos from the day on the following pages.







Facebook: www.facebook.com/biddenham
Twitter: @BiddenhamIntSch
Website: www.biddenham.beds.sch.uk


