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September 2023 
 
Dear Parent Carer,  
 
Your child will be taking some standardised tests, week commencing 18th September, to 
assess Reading, English, Maths and Science against national standards. These tests help to 
provide us with a starting point and excellent information to help inform our planning and 
teaching. Should you wish to find out more information see the links below to websites that 
have been designed for parents to explain the content of the tests in more detail. These include 
videos that can be translated into different languages  
 

 National group reading test  

 English progress tests 

 Maths progress test  

 Science progress test  
 
The tests will cover all areas of the national curriculum in English, Maths and Science at key 
stage 3.  It is important to emphasise that these tests are to help us improve and personalise 
our teaching and we are keen that students should not find them too stressful. 
 
You might like to set aside some time to go through with your child what they have learnt in 
these subjects using some of the online tools listed below.  
 
BBC Bitesize  
Oak Academy  
 
In addition to this, students will complete a national standardised questionnaire that looks at 
attitudes to learning. The pastoral team will aim to address any areas that have been 
highlighted in the results through either assemblies, Personal Social Health Education (PSHE) 
activities, group or individual support  
 
In order to be prepared and organised for the progress tests please: 
 
Check chromebooks are in working order - if not students should take it to IT services (tutors 
will tell them how) as soon as you can so it is working in time for the tests  
Check students have the headphones supplied at the start of the academic year, or their own 
if not  
Check the chromebook is fully charged  
 
The results of the tests will be shared with you on Parental Engagement evening (Tuesday 
14th November) along with their progress report for the first term with us at Biddenham. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these tests, please do not hesitate to contact me 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Miss E Simpson  
Director of KS3 
 
 

https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/knowledge-base/assessments/ngrt-support/general-information/information-for-parents/
https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/knowledge-base/assessments/pte-support/general-information/information-for-parents/
https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/knowledge-base/assessments/ptm-support/general-information/information-for-parents/
https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/knowledge-base/assessments/pts-support/general-information/information-for-parents/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage

